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The Importance and Need of
Technical Education in Nepal

The Council for Technical Education
and Vocational Training (CTEVT) has a vision
for Nepal and its people “Skilling Nepal
for Peoples Prosperity”, which gives us an
understanding of quality training of technical
education resulting in a competent workforce
for national and international markets.

Not only CTEVT but other agencies
(Government/Nongovernment/INGOs) are
also concerned and committed about the
technical education. Nepal has confronted
a lack of employment opportunities due to
various factors: prolonged political transition,
economic depression, and the closure of
industries are the main reasons for the alarming
level of unemployment (study shows that,
youth unemployment rate of 38 percent in
2012 in the Himalayan country). Nepalese
youth are losing hope in their daily struggles
that they will get jobs at home.

DespitethefactthatCTEVTorotheragencies
like Government/Nongovernment/INGOs
with similar vision, goal to provide technical
education to people, so that the people of

b
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Principal, Tansen Nursing School, Tansen, Palpa

Nepal can be prosperous. The data indicates
that everyday 1,500 or more, young Nepalese
go abroad seeking employment opportunities.
The number is likely to be even higher, as
government records do not include illegal
migrant workers. According to My Republica
2014/2015, 74% migrant workers are
unskilled, 25% are semi skilled and only 1%
are skilled. Nepali migrant youths are getting
“3 D type jobs” meaning those are dangerous,
difficult and dirty jobs. If our migrant workers
were competent technicians, they would have
got matching jobs, right payment, and they
would feel having job dignity.

Why Technical Education is important
and necessary in Nepal?

Technical Education is defined as the
academic and vocational preparation of
students for jobs involving applied science
and modern technology. It emphasizes the
understanding and practical application of
basic principles of science and mathematics,
rather than the attainment of proficiency in
manual skills that is properly the concern
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of vocational education.

The Technical Education comes under the
branch of vocational education, which deals
practically in the field of trade, commerce,
agriculture, nursing, medicine, engineering
etc. It is related to a field which a person
or student hones and develops special skills
determining his/her career and profession or
otherwise. Technical education is concerned
about skills which are categorized into two:
soft skills and hard skills. Hard skills include job
skills, soft skills are like etiquette, team work,
getting along with others, communication
such as listening and engaging in small talk
etc. Both skills are important components of
technical education.

We are living in the modern age of
science and technology; we are surrounded
by different types of technologies in every
aspect of life, which makes our lives easy,
comfortable, organized, and less hassled. We
find technologies everywhere: at local level,
national level or at international level, such as
transportation, research, training & education,
industry, tourism, hospitality, construction,
hospital, agriculture, communication and
media etc. Technology can be innovative or
imported one. Whatever the technologies, the
truth is no nation can make progress unless it
promotes technical aspects in its fields. The
technical education produces technicians for
all types of industries and it is true that the
progress and development of a country is very
much dependent upon its industrialization
without which an economically developed
nation would not be possible. It is not only
about a country’s development, technical
education also gives a person the sense of
self-respect, dignity, sense of belongingness
and sense of responsibility for the progress of
a nation.

Technical education is rather a
modern form of education. It provides both

Urear 3T aifore A
O3l ATENRUT Ja d as3i JIMeIaRTer

theoretical and practical knowledge in using
instruments and machines and dealing with
humanity. Technical education needs to be
adjusted to the changes in technologies and
needs of the job markets. One of the most
important aspects of technical education is
certification of one’s skill testing. Whether it
is a longer duration diploma level or shorter
duration training/apprenticeship, skill testing
and certification is mandatory in order to
have a job dignity. For longer duration
training/study (PCL), CTEVT/institutes are
providing certificates of completion of training
and the related councils are giving licenses
to practicing their professions. One of the
divisions of CTEVT is NSTB (National Skill
Testing Board), which provides National
Skill ~Certificate has developed National
Occupational Skill Standards/Profiles in 237
different occupations, 108000crafts persons
are skill tested and 72730 are certified. www.
nstb.org.np

Target Group of Skill Test:

Occupational/Trade skill tests are open
to all skilled workers and crafts persons.
Principally, skill testing reaches out to three
different target groups:

e pass-outs from pre-employment
vocational training wishing to facilitate
their transition to work

e experience workers
unemployed) lacking
certification

o workers who at the end of in-service
training, seek an upgraded or additional

(employed or
an official

With a quality training and certification
of technical education, a person can achieve
his/her personal and professional goal.
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